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Is Ben Barka Dead? Paris Wonders CPYRGHT

By Waverley Root e ollicial cnarge in 0 OT0CCO,
Wuhlncton Pon P‘orelln Berv!ce ase remains that of kidnap- mgrs; n:)w g‘e imptf'lﬁm:dt.
ST e toughness of Rabat's re-
0 doubt is beglnnlng to fall ng, hot murder. Thi only sistance to French pressure
oh Paris: Is Mchdl Ben Barka |fvidence that Ben Bar 3 WaSijoads some observers lo sus-
e Moroccan opposition lead-|pssassinated is the testimony|pect that the Moroccans may:
really decad? of Georges Figon, a ringleader|suddenly produce Ben Barka
i The accepted version haslkn the kidnaping. He cannot{and thus deflate the French
X he questioned further sinde he charges against them.
maped by two French pollce q : There are other stories, One
'sden on Oct. 29; that they drove|fs dead; he either killed him-\js that Ben Barka's head was’ :
m to a suburban villa andflself or was executed 1o keep|sent to Morocco in a box. An- e
nded him over to a group offfhim from talking. other is that the Moroccans
L oo a ithugs in the pay of Morocca Figon told a story of thelwho came with Oufkir pros- ~ N
terior Minister Gen. MoJkidnaping in which he de-[pected a smail wood near the
amed Oufkir; that Oufkir ardscribed, as an eyewitness, the[Orly airport looking for &
ved next day, and that Benfitorture of Ben Barka by Ouf-|good place to bury the body.
kit in the first villa to which| [A tape-recording seized in
he wag taken. He apparently|Figon’'s home after his death’
assumed that the Moroccan|was played in court today and
leader had been killed in ajwas found to be the scenario.
second villa to which -he wasjof a gangster fiim Figon was|
'Ben Barka, then moved. But admittedly, writing, the Assoclated Press:
PR Hrother was kidnaped to apply||Figorl was not at the aecond reported. It was hoped -that:
villa,. the tape would contain the
One theory is that Ben|confesslon Figon Is asald- to.
Barka was taken to Brest, and|have made of his role ln tho .
smuggled . abonrd ] frelghter ben Barka kidnaping)

corpse.”.
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